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Some congressional reactions to
President Ford’s choice of Georgs Bush
to succeed William Colby as head of the
CIA are most ironic. For not only are
-various Democratic presidential aspir-
. ants acting as if anyone that pOllLC""V
ambitious’ has no business running any-
thing as sensitive as the CIA, but one of
those evidently hoping to make his CIA
"investigation .a launching pad for yet
another presidential bid, Sen. Church (D.,
Ida.), now talks of leading a Senate fight
against confirming Mr. Bush'because he
is “a past chaxrman of thev Repubhcan

Pal“y 3

ness rather than a strength among his
otherwise creditable credentxals fo‘ this
sensitive post, we must disagree emphati-
icaily with any implication that the sim-
ple act of having been.a national party

chairman. is in use]f a dnsqualmca;on.

for other high office.

What is really needed hera is a con-
cept of what kind of director the CIA
does need, at this beleaguered stage of iis
history, to pull it back into top effectiv
ness after the many shock waves of cur-
rent investigations have finally run thair
course. What Sen. Church thinks it needs
is someécne without political ambitions
who can ‘‘stand up to the President and
fight for tha facts: as ‘his' agency seces
them.” But if that means a director up
from-the ranks who is a part of the “old
boy network® that has brought the CIA
to its present impasse, then we would
have to dxssent _ >

* K *

One thing the CIA in our view de'x- .

nitely does need with all respect for Mz,
Colby’s able service under unusual
stress, is a new bréom — a man from the
outside who does NOT have a lot of inter-
nal ties and has had no part in any past
CIA mflghtmu That person should have
had some contact thh the effects of the
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" CIA’s work abroad and should be like- !

wise sensitive to the abuses of its powers :

and mandate here at home. He should ;

also have the full personal confidencs of
the President — whose agent he must

primarily be in reorganizing and disci- :
plining the CIA to see that it does not

again get out of line. He should also have
some understanding of Congress and a
tested ability to maintain close liaison
with its intelligence aversight commit-
tees — especially during the period when

it will be vitai for the CIA ta re-establish } .

its credibility thn both Congress and the

~ public.

)
While our own view was that Mr.
Bush’s partisan background was a weak- .

***

If one agrees with that jOb descrrp-».

tion, then it is not a bad {it for George
Bush. He is an outsider but with substan-
tial exposure to CIA work in his role as
U.N. ambassador and more recently as
our man in Peking. His backgrodnd in
Congress should heip him shore up the
CIA image there. His personal capacities

" are so highly regarded in the White House

that he was a serious contender for the

vice presidency when that office finally -
. went to Nelson Rockefeller. His close-

ness to the President assures-him both
ready access to the Ford ear and strong
Ford backing in any neces:ary bha&eups
within the CIA z

So if this is. the man Pr~31dent Ford
now wants as his trouble-shooting head .

of the CIA, he should have him. But-we
do hope that once Mr. Bush is confirmed,
he will put aside all political considera-
tions and ambition and just concentrate
on making the CIA once again the kind of
effective; disciplined and respected intel-
ligence gathering agency that our nation-
al security so clearly requires. And the

sooner -those rival congressionaj investi- |

gating committees can conclude their

vide-ranging probes and bring forth a ré- .

sponsible set of findings and recominen-
dations, the sooner that necessary re-
building process can be expedited. -
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